Vitamin deficiency in a toddler reluctant to use her arm.
Children frequently present to accident and emergency departments with limb pain, usually following trauma. An unusual cause of atraumatic limb pain in a toddler is described in this report. Rickets should be added to the differential diagnosis of atraumatic limb pain in this age group. The possibility of acute bony injury (following unwitnessed trauma) not apparent on X-ray needs to be considered in this case. Suspicion of rickets, based on clinical features and radiographic findings, can be confirmed by biochemical assays.